PAGE  

67 Coronga Crescent 

Killara  NSW  2071

9513.9532 wk

0404 014.725

29 May 2006
The Hon Tony Abbott MHR

(02) 9977 6411
Minister for Health and Ageing

(02) 9977 8715
PO Box 450
Manly NSW 2095
Dear Mr Abbott

Who should I speak to in order to progress “Adopt a Blind Cyclist” – an 
initiative to enable interested blind people to ride tandem bicycles with some of 100 existing recreational bicycle groups across Australia 
I work for Commonwealth Bank, where I lend to large greenfield and brownfield Infrastructure projects.  

I am aware that you are an avid cyclist and runner.  I previously ran several marathons and completed a few IronMan triathlons.

These days I administer a recreational cycle group in Sydney, ostensibly on the northside www.Muggaccinos.com which cycles 100km+ each Sunday on lower traffic roads on Sydney’s outskirts.  
I appreciate that your own research time is precious.  Hence, I welcome someone within Department of Health and Ageing, who is a cyclist, clicking on 
Adopt a Blind Cyclist from the RHS of the Home Page of www.Muggaccinos.com
Recreational road cycling on a tandem is uniquely suited to vision impaired people participating in cardio-vascular exercise with able bodied people. 

I have expended hundreds of hours assisting blind people who want to improve their quality of life by riding a tandem bicycle in a recreational ride group.

Adopt a Blind Cyclist does not require any government monies as it seeks –

(a)
the CEOs of large Corporates to encourage their employees to adopt a vision impaired work colleague (or relative or client) by donating between 50% and 80% of the cost of a tandem bicycle (as many blind people are not flushed with funds, and a good tandem costs $4,000 circa), and 
(b)
local recreational cycle groups to assimilate a blind cyclists into their ride group by acting as Pilot and assisting with transport to/from the rides if required.  (Each blind cyclist that I have assisted has proven a marvellous acquisition to www.Muggaccinos.com as they all possess courage and determination).


I am about to make a 2nd approach to Vision Australia (nee Royal Blind Society) to assist encourage the CEOs of major Corporates to source a disabled/blind person from within his/her company and encourage their employees to donate towards a tandem bicycle which can materially improve that disabled person’s quality of life.  Receiving a tax deductible receipt from an accredited registered charity for donating to a disabled 3rd party is obviously integral to inducing donations for bikes.
I have read lots of motherhood rhetoric on the websites of NSW Health, your department’s website, as well as Vision Australia.  The endearing verbiage talks about being more innovative and creative to improve the quality of life for disabled Australians eg “assist (disabled) people to be more active members of their communities” “building a wider range of opportunities for community participation.”.

I re-iterate that I am not seeking any money from government (or from a charity) for blind people who crave the types of regular aerobic exercise that we take for granted.  However, I welcome some information as to the best way to gain support for an initiative, explained at Adopt a Blind Cyclist, that I will continue to champion because –

I.
tandem cycling enables a blind person to rely on another person’s eyes, and virtually no other sport enables that;


II.
the blind people I have assisted appreciate it; and

III.
bonhomie and fellowship amongst recreational ride groups will be enhanced through assisting a (disabled) person because most of these people possess courage and determination synonymous with distance cycling.
NB:
A few years ago through a cycle associate of yours, Anthony Curtain, I wrote to you about www.KOMpm.com.  It enables cyclists to time trial up 52 KOM Climbs across Greater Sydney/Illawarra, and log their climb times and compare their performance.  It encourages safe, healthy competitive exercise.  If you ever find a spare 4 or 5 days, I commend to you the 11 KOM Climbs around Kangaroo Valley and Kiama in the “Illawarra Climbs Region”, as they are the best concentration of marvellous climbs nearby to Sydney.

Yours sincerely
Phil Johnston

\\flsy01\johnstph\MYDOCS\Sport\CYCLING\RoyalBlindSociety\Letter to Federal Minister for Health.doc
67 Coronga Crescent 

Killara  NSW  2071

9513.9532 wk

0404 014.725

31 May 2006

The Hon Tony Abbott MHR

(02) 9977 6411

Minister for Health and Ageing

(02) 9977 8715

PO Box 450
Manly NSW 2095

Dear Mr Abbott

Tandem cycling is uniquely suited to blind people, because the blind person can rely exclusively on the Pilot cyclist’s eyes.  Tandem cycling 100km+ rides amongst a regular w’end cycle group has elevated the expectations and self esteem of three blind cyclist that I have assisted over 100km+ rides. 

I e-mailed the attached letter to Tony.Abbott.MP@aph.gov.au on Monday 29 May 9:32pm.
It contains a few URLs which are pertinent to the letter.  Hence, I welcome anyone reviewing my request for support of this Adopt a Blind Cyclist initiative to access the softcopy e-mail and open the attached Word file of this letter.

I can readily e-mail it to anyone from within dept of Health and Aging.

Yours sincerely

Phil Johnston

