VISION AUSTRALIA at a glance

Top five facts about blindness and vision impairment

1. Vision Australia works in partnership with Australian’s who are blind or vision impaired to live the lives they choose. We do this by developing practical solutions to everyday challenges, providing comprehensive training and enabling easy access to information.
2. Around 292 700 Australians are blind or vision impaired (2004). Figure set to increase to 421 600 by 2021 as 'baby boomers' reach retirement age. (Source: ABS: Ausstats, 2004.) 
3. Every 65 minutes an Australian is diagnosed with a vision impairment that cannot be corrected by glasses. (Source: ABS: Ausstats, 2004.)
4. In Australia only 3 to 5% of print material is available in an
accessible format. (Source: International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions.) 
5. Vision Australia was formed through the merger of Royal Blind Society, the Royal Victorian Institute for the Blind, Vision Australia Foundation and the National Information and Library Service

Our Vision

Vision Australia is a living partnership between people who are blind, sighted or vision impaired. We are united by our vision that in the future people with blindness or vision impairment in Australia will access and fully participate in every part of life they choose.

Our Mission

Vision Australia will achieve this through creating a community partnership of knowledge, skills and expertise to enrich the participation in life for people who are blind or vision impaired and their families. We will ensure that the community recognises their capabilities and contributions.

About us

Vision Australia is the largest provider of blindness and low vision services in Australia. We work in positive partnership with Australians who are blind or vision impaired to help achieve the possibilities they choose in life. 

We do this by developing practical solutions to everyday challenges. Striving together we create exciting lifetime possibilities by providing comprehensive training and easy access to the world’s information. 

Vision Australia assists Australian’s who are blind or vision impaired to live the lives they choose. We provide services to people at home, in our centres and in the community, from regional and metropolitan locations in NSW, the ACT and Victoria. 

We offer a range of services that can be tailored to a person’s level of vision, supporting people who have some remaining sight to those who are blind.

Most services are free.

As a new merged entity…

In July 2004 Royal Blind Society, the Royal Victorian Institute for the Blind, Vision Australia Foundation and National Information and Library Services merged.

This decision was based on the understanding that we could enhance our blindness and low vision services by working together, rather than separately – combining our skills and resources to open up new possibilities for the people we support.

Coming together

From early 2005, the Board of Directors of Vision Australia appointed its first permanent Chief Executive Officer, Mr Gerard Menses.  Following this, the Board and senior management developed a strategic direction to enhance blindness and low vision services in Australia. 

It was agreed our organisation would strive to excel in four main areas: 

· Information that we make accessible to clients

· Problem Solving that helps overcome barriers to a full range of life choices 

· Training to teach these solutions to the community

· Access, opening the door to new possibilities for our clients – the sum result of all our activities

These four priorities – Information, Problem Solving, Training and Access – will be at the heart of everything we do, from service delivery and advocacy to governance.

Moving Forward

While our name has changed, our range of services remains as broad and high quality as ever. As Vision Australia, we can, and do, continue to make a positive difference in the lives of Australians. 

Our Services

· low vision services 

Vision Australia offers individual assessment, advice and training to assist people to make the most of their remaining vision using lighting, contrast and magnification to help with everyday tasks such as reading and writing. 

· independent living services

We provide assistance with daily living skills such as cooking and handling money.  Vision Australia also provides orientation and mobility training, recreation information and counselling as well as peer support and social programs.

· employment services

Services are available to help people find and keep a job or achieve a promotion.  We also assist people to settle into a new role and modify their workplace to suit individual needs.

· children’s services

A range of programs is offered to facilitate each child’s development, access to education and independence through their life stages.  We also run a specialist school in Melbourne for children who are blind or vision impaired.

· information library service

We provide information and recreational reading in accessible formats including braille, audio and electronic formats for people who have difficulty reading printed material.  Books, magazines, newspapers and audio described videos are circulated through the mail.  Access to electronic journals, books and other material is provided via the Internet. 
We also transcribe printed material into accessible formats such as braille, audio, electronic and large print.

· audio publishing

Vision Australia's audio publishing unit produces a selection of contemporary Australian writing for audio users of all ages. These unabridged audio books are available for direct sale or are widely available from educational and public libraries throughout Australia, including the Vision Australia Information Library Service.
· equipment solutions 

We sell, demonstrate and advise on equipment that helps people of all ages to manage daily activities independently.

· technology and training solutions 

Vision Australia assesses technology requirements in a person’s home, school or workplace in order to recommend equipment or strategies to meet their individual needs.

We also provide training in keyboarding skills, adaptive technology and braille.

· recreation

Vision Australia offers advice about adapting activities so people can continue enjoying their current hobbies and pastimes or take up a new recreational pursuit.  We also offer information about community sporting and social groups, camps and audio described theatre.

· deafblind services

We offer specialist services for people who are deafblind, providing individual assessment, advice and intervention to enhance their level of community participation and independence.

· vision australia radio

Vision Australia radio provides news, information and entertainment for people unable to read standard print, through a network of RPH community radio stations across Victoria and southern New South Wales. We also work in conjunction with other RPH stations across Australia.

Eligibility

Vision Australia provides services across Australia to people who are blind, vision impaired or have difficulty reading standard printed material. 

Funding

· It costs almost $70 million each year to provide our essential services. We rely on generous support from the community for approximately 60% of our income. 

· Only 38% of fuunding comes from government sources.

· Economies of scale resulting from the merger are helping to reduce our operational costs. 

Offices

We offer services across Australia from 33 locations in NSW, the ACT and Victoria.

Chair

Effective from 1 January 2006, Kevin Murfitt is the Chair of Vision Australia.  
Kevin is a psychologist and PhD candidate at Deakin University where he is researching employers' attitudes to graduates with a disability.  Kevin was consultant to the Willing and Able Mentoring Project (WAM) 2000 and Deakin University's Disability Awareness consultant and Disability Liaison Officer.  He received a 2002 Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission Human Rights Award for his contribution to the Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) Accessible Public Transport Standards.


Staff
Vision Australia employs 671 full time equivalent staff, including braillists, occupational therapists, orthoptists, psychologists, employment officers and computer experts. 
Volunteers

About 3,700 volunteers help to provide a broad range of services for Vision Australia, including narrating student textbooks and local newspapers. We also have a network of fundraising committees, including the Black & White Committee.
How people within the community can help
We are grateful for the generous support we receive from people within the community who choose to:

· Make tax-deductible donations

· Leave a gift in their will

· Volunteer

· Form corporate partnerships with Vision Australia

· Assist with community fundraising

It is also helpful when you meet someone who is blind or vision impaired if you:

· introduce yourself (don’t presume they will recognise your voice)

· ask whether they need assistance (don’t be offended if they say no)

· if the person indicates they would like assistance to get around, do not grab their hand or arm. Allow them to hold your arm lightly, just above the elbow. Watch for obstacles and be specific when describing surroundings.

· relax and speak normally, using hand gestures and maintaining eye contact. 

Our history

Each of our founding organisations has made a difference in Australia for over 100 years each.

Our history is made up of many milestones: achieving voting rights for people who were blind and importing the first talking books are just a few.

Contact us

Information: 
call 1300 847 466
Donations: 
call 1800 422 077Vic: 454 Glenferrie Road,  Kooyong Vic 3144
